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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

Congratulations to all newly 

elected offi  cials around the 

county and thank you to all 

the incoming and outgoing 

offi  cials for your hard work 

and dedication to helping this 

great community. Good luck 

on the upcoming year!

 Speaking of local offi  cials, 

we have one that has just 

published a book. Cooke 

County Court at Law Judge 

John Morris penned “A Man 

Called Montague” in his spare 

time. Th e book, published in 

October 2021, is a work of 

historical fi ction and tells the 

story of John Montague, a 

young man who takes a job 

as a deputy sheriff  and tracks 

down a vicious killer in post-

Civil War Texas. Morris said 

he’s working on another book 

he hopes to complete in the 

next few months.

 “A Man Called Montague” 

is available on Amazon and at 

Barnes & Noble.

 Here is some more of what’s 

happening around town this 

week.

++++++++

 Th e Mountain Springs Gar-

den Club will have their next 

garden club meeting on Janu-

ary 24, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at 

the Mountain Springs Com-

munity Center. All of those 

interested are invited to at-

tend. 

++++++++

 Butterfi eld Stage is doing 

an “Old Tyme Radio Show” 

on January 13 and 14 at 7:00 

pm featuring Jennifer Savidge 

and Corey Hardin. Th is 30’s 

and 40’s style Radio Show 

is directed by Jace Bridwell. 

Should be a great fun fi lled 

evening so get your tickets 

at butterfi eldstage.org or call 

940-665-1284!

Cooke County Offi  cials
Sworn in January 1
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty offi  cials took the oath of offi  ce 
during a swearing in ceremony 
held Sunday, January 1, 2023 in 
the 235th District Courtroom at 
the Cooke County courthouse.
 Th e slate of offi  cials sworn in 
included County Judge John 
Roane; County Court at Law 
Judge, John Morris; District 
Clerk, Marci Gilbert; County 
Clerk, Pam Harrison; Treasurer, 
Patty Brennan; County Commis-

sioner Precinct 2, Jason Snuggs; 
County Commissioner Precinct 
4, Matt Sicking; Justice of the 
Peace Precinct 1, John (Jody) 
Henry and Justice of the Peace 
Pct. 2 Carroll Johnson. All offi  -
cials were elected for three year 
terms set to expire in 2026.
 Administering the oaths 
were District Judge Janelle 
Haverkamp, Justice Dabney Bas-
sel Texas 2nd Court of Appeals 
and William P. Brandt, JP Pct. 3, 
Tarrant County.
 Also on hand were Rep. David 
Spiller and Sen. Drew Springer.

 Offi  cials will have their hands 
full with new challenges along 
with business from the previous 
year.
 Cooke Commissioners Court, 
for instance, will address items 
held over from 2022 when the 
court considers and votes on 
creating a reinvestment zone for 
a solar power facility on 1,300 
acres near County Road 329. 
Commissioners court could also 
approve a tax abatement for Th ir-
ty-Five and Liberty LLC doing 
business as Tractor Bobs and the 
city of Gainesville. Both items 

were tabled during the December 
27 commissioners court meeting.
 Local offi  cials including school 
district, appraisal district and 
hospital district administrators 
are also keeping an eye on the 
state Legislature where thousands 
of legislative items were fi led 
ahead of the 88th legislative ses-
sion which convenes January 10.
 Legislation which could aff ect 
Cooke County residents includes 
eff orts to regulate the building 
of renewable energy projects in-
cluding wind turbine facilities.

(Continued on Page 2)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

VALLEY VIEW – Members of 
the Valley View Board of Alder-
men voted during the November 
meeting to approve two city or-
dinances. Ordinance 11102022-
01 prohibits the discharge of oils, 
fats, grease, and other harmful 
substances into the city’s sewer 

and wastewater system and im-
poses a penalty not to exceed 
$500 per off ense. 
 City Secretary Lynn Morgan 
noted the ordinance was created 
on the advice of Kevin Ware, 
KJE Engineering Chief Execu-
tive Offi  cer, following a cleanout 
and inspection by camera of city 
sewer lines.
 Th e council approved an ordi-

nance adjusting the fee schedule 
for Valley View.
 Morgan stated the ordinance 
includes changes previously dis-
cussed in workshops. Th e chang-
es include increased trash rates, 
inclusion of fees for new permits 
created and changes to rates asso-
ciated with impounded vehicles. 
 Th e meeting also included a 
report from Valley View Police 

Chief Scott Otto. He reported 
the number of calls for service 
and stated he was looking into 
some training options for some 
of the offi  cers. He also said one 
of the department’s Chevrolet 
Tahoes was in the shop for ser-
vice. 
 Th e council approved the fol-
lowing consent agenda which

(Continued on Page 5)

Offi cials Sworn In January 1 - A group of Cooke County offi cials took their oaths of offi ce Sunday, Jan. 1 in the 235th District Court-
room. Pictured, front row, left to right are District Judge Janelle Haverkamp, JP  Pct. 2, Carroll Johnson; County Clerk Pam Har-
rison, District Clerk Marci Gilbert; County Treasurer Patty Brennan; Justice Dabney Bassel, Texas 2nd Court of Appeals. Second 
row, left to right, are Pct. 2 Commissioner Jason Snuggs; County Judge John Roane; JP Pct. 3 Tarrant County, William P. Brandt;  
County Court at Law Judge John Morris, Pct. 4 Commissioner Matt Sicking and JP Pct. 1 Jody Henry.         (The Weekly News Photo)  

Commissioners Table Reinvestment
Zone for Compadre Solar, LLC;
Bid Farewell to Klement, Starnes
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners Court tabled 
an item on the creation of a re-
investment zone for Compadre 
Solar LLC along County Road 
329. Th e 1,300 acres is owned by 
Compadre Cattle Company.
 Th e decision to table the item 
came during the December 27 
commissioners court meeting. 
Precinct 1 Commissioner Gary 
Hollowell and Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Leon Klement were 
not present for Monday’s meet-

ing.
 County residents Ken Ar-
terbury and Rod Tyler stated 
their opposition to the creation 
of the zone during a public hear-
ing.
 Arterbury, who is on the 
Gainesville Hospital District 
Board of Directors, said he’s 
generally against approving tax 
abatements noting he’d support 
an abatement only if he thought 
the arrangement would provide 
a signifi cant number of long-
term, highly skilled, well-paying 
jobs.
 He also said once the solar fa-

cility has outlived its usefulness, 
the site will be left with discarded 
solar panels.
 Tyler also urged commission-
ers to vote down the reinvest-
ment zone.
 “As I understand it, this [rein-
vestment zone] is the very fi rst 
step for them to establish a so-
lar farm,” Tyler said. “To have 
a reinvestment zone that means 
that they can ask for abatements. 
Th ere is no reason to give them 
an abatement because they are 
going to build that solar farm 
here anyway… If we can prevent 
any type of abatement that will 

be to the benefi t of our com-
munity. And once you start an 
abatement, there will be more to 
follow. You’ll set a precedent for 
all the other solar farms that will 
come.”
 Judge Steve Starnes said it is a 
common practice for the county 
to require a reclamation bond for 
any kind of solar or wind power 
facility.
 “Th e reclamation bond would 
be such that when the life cycle 
ends for the area [the business 
owner] is responsible for remov-
ing all of the infrastructure,”

(Continued on Page 10)

Valley View Board of Aldermen
Approve Municipal Ordinances
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 HB 171 written by Rep. 
David Spiller, R-Jacksboro 
would impose a setback re-
quirement of 3,000 feet for 
wind turbine generators. 
It would also allow com-
missioner courts to create 
designated areas for wind 
turbines in counties where 
an airport or air navigation 
facility is situated. 
 Sen. Drew Springer, R-
Muenster, has fi led SB 154, 
an identical wind turbine 
bill in the Senate.
 Spiller also wrote in a 
November 11, 2022 press 
release that he introduced 
three bills - House Bill 43 
which he said “eliminates 
the maintenance and opera-
tions tax for school district 
property taxes and replaces 
it with a consumption tax,” 
House Bill 52 which would 
restore felony penalties for 

illegal voting and enacts 
civil penalties for Election 
Code violations and House 
Bill 65 which would in-
crease the penalty for crimi-
nal trespass and a number of 
other crimes committed by 
illegal immigrants from a 
misdemeanor to a third-de-
gree felony, resulting in pro-
viding law enforcement and 
courts with additional tools, 
enhanced punishment, and 
automatic deportation.
 Texas school administra-
tors and taxpayers will also 
closely watch the progress 
of bills which would change 
the way public and open en-
rollment charter schools are 
funded.
 Rep. Gina Hinojosa, D-
Austin, has fi led a bill that 
would base funding on each 
schools’ average enrollment. 
Current funding formulas 
rely on average daily atten-
dance meaning schools lose 

money when students are 
counted absent, according 
to the Texas Education As-
sociation.
 Perhaps not surprisingly, 
some superintendents sup-
port enrollment-based 
funding as a hedge against 
declining revenue due to 
low attendance numbers.
 Texas school academic 
calendars must have at least 
180 instructional days or be 
open for 75,600 minutes 
per school calendar year.
 Reining in property tax 
is also a top concern for 
lawmakers. Texas funds its 
public schools with prop-
erty taxes leaving homeown-
ers with some of the highest 
property taxes in the nation. 
Texas also doesn’t impose a 
state income tax.
 State Rep. Andrew S. 
Murr, R-Junction, fi led a 
bill that would end school 
districts’ maintenance and 

operations tax. M&O funds 
are used to pay teachers’ 
salaries as well as daily ex-
penses. Since public school 
taxes make up most of a 
homeowner’s tax bill, some 
lawmakers believe ending 
the M&O tax could be a vi-
able option.
 Th e bill would also estab-
lish a joint committee to 
handle the nuts and bolts of 
how to get rid of the M&O 
tax.
 Another bill, HB 32, in-
troduced by Rep. Giovanni 
Capriglione, R-Southlake 
would limit how much ap-
praisal districts can raise a 
single-family home’s value 
while a bill fi led by Rep. Di-
ego Bernal, D-San Anoto-
nio would require appraisers 
to determine a home’s value 
based on comparisons to the 
values of other homes in the 
neighborhood.
 Th e last day of the legisla-
tive session is May 29. 

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

Give us a call today for 
your FREE inspection!

COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in 235th District 
Court.
 Robert Neal Mitchell, 36, 
was convicted of the July 14, 

2020 state jail felony off ense 
of unauthorized use of a ve-
hicle and was sentenced to six 
months confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs.
 Martin Martinez, 49, was 
sentenced to four years’ pro-

bation deferred, a $500 fi ne 
plus restitution and court 
costs in connection with 
the October 4, 2022 second 
degree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Regina Vega Cardona vs. 
Pedro Sanchez Cardona, di-

vorce.
 John Deere Financial, 
F.S.B. F  vs Steve Cruse, 
F/K/F FPC Financial, FSB 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, all 
other civil cases.
 Kelly Marie Tingle vs. 
William James Onstott, di-

vorce.
 Amanda Sorrell vs. Bran-
don Michael Sorrell, divorce.

Cases Decided
 Doreen Lynn Wood vs. 
Byron Justin Wood, fi nal 
judgment/non-jury, divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided



Annie Irene Manning

Services
 Annie Irene Manning, 
99, of Marietta, OK passed 
away on Sunday, December 
25, 2022 at Lake Country 
Nursing Center in Marietta. 
Services will be held at 2:00 
p.m. on Friday, December 
30, 2022 at the Eastman 
Baptist Church with Pastor 
Mike Williams offi  ciating. 
Interment will follow at the 
Oswalt Cemetery under the 
direction of Flanagan-Watts 
Funeral Home of Marietta. 
Visitation will be Th ursday 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at the funeral home.
History
 Irene was born July 16, 
1923 in the Cannon Chapel 
Community of Love Coun-
ty. She was the daughter of 
P. A. and Marvia (Roach) 
Mobley. A lifelong resident 
of Love County, she married 
Alex Manning on December 
13,1941 in Marietta. Th ey 
moved to the Eastman com-
munity in 1950. He preced-
ed her in death on July 14, 
1975.
 Irene worked alongside 
her husband on the farm 
even after going to work at 
the Little Brownie Indus-
tries where she worked for 
25 years. She was active in 
the Eastman Baptist Church 
where she was a member for 
70 years. She supported fund 
raising for all the volunteer 
fi re departments where her 
coconut pies were legendary. 
Quilting was a winter activ-
ity, and many were recipi-
ents of her beautiful quilts. 
Irene loved rodeos and was a 
frequent traveler who toured 
many European countries 
and every state. She was a 
member of the Pink Ladies 
Auxiliary. Irene supervised 
the food pantry and deliv-
ered meals to homebound 
people. She was never one to 
sit still and if she was sitting, 
she would embroider, mend 
or make quilt pieces.
Survivors 
 Irene is survived her 
daughter, Stella Manning of 
Love County; brother, Son-

ny Mobley and wife Andrea 
of Love County; six grand-
children, Donnese Sloan 
of Eastman, Don Sloan of 
Th ackerville, Delana Sloan 
of Ardmore, David Man-
ning and wife Kerri of Mari-
etta, Michael Manning and 
wife Michelle of Colorado 
and Michelle Martin and 
husband Th omas of Frisco, 
TX; 14 great-grandchildren; 
20 great-great-grandchil-
dren; and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 
 In addition to her hus-
band and parents, she was 
preceded by her son, Ron-
ald Manning; brother, Cloy 
Mobley; sisters, Treva Nich-
ols, Betty Whitley, Lois 
Dewbre, Wanda Wilkerson, 
and Joyce Mobley. 
 Pallbearers are Alan Bald-
win, Ricky Mobley, Randy 
Hicks, Bruce Mobley, Larry 
Roberts, and Robert Bald-
win.
 Online guest book: watts-
funeralhome.com.

Wanda Sherman

Services
 Aora “Wanda” Sher-
man, 97, of Gainesville, TX 
passed away on December 
24th, 2022, at the Pecan 
Tree Health and Rehab in 
Gainesville. Funeral servic-
es will be held on January 
5th, 2023, at 2:00 PM at 
the Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel with burial to follow 
at Fairview Cemetery. Visi-
tation will be from 12:00 
PM until service time on 
Th ursday. 
History
 Wanda was born on June 
26, 1925, to Aora Perry 
Howell Sr. and Bertha Lee 
Graves Howell in Ranger, 
TX , her daddy always 
called her “tiny”. She loved 
to work crossword puzzles, 
dominos and play solitaire. 
Wanda was a very private 
person but even at age 97 
she was quick-witted and 
very spirited and spoke her 
mind. She was very close to 
all her siblings as children 
and whenever they got to-
gether they had a great time 

and acted like no time had 
passed since they were kids.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
brother Aora Perry Howell 
Jr. (known to all as Junior), 
sister Betty Jean Fitzmor-
ris and numerous extended 
family members. 
 Wanda is preceded in 
death by her parents Aora 
Perry Howell Sr. and Betha 
Lee Howell; son Perry Lee 
Williams; sisters Madeline 
Kirk, Lila Merritt, and Lola 
Witherspoon.

Bill Harris Obituary

Services
 Family visitation will be 
on Wednesday, December 
28th at 1 P.M. followed by 
a funeral service at 2 P.M. 
with an interment service 
following at Fairview Cem-
etery. Services will be held 
at the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home in Gaines-
ville, 602 S Lindsay St, 
Gainesville, TX 76240. 
History
 Belvin “Bill” Harris, of 
Gainesville was born Janu-
ary 18th, 1938 in Midland, 
TX. He passed from this life 
on December 23, 2022 in 
Sherman, TX at the age of 
84.
 Bill graduated high school 
in Midland and went on to 
study law at the University 
of Texas, earning his law de-
gree in 1962. Bill began his 
career working for Mr. Sul-
livant in Gainesville, and 
continued to practice gen-
eral law his entire life, hold-
ing various positions such 
as Cooke County Judge 
(during which time he es-
tablished the Cooke County 
Court at Law), a criminal 
defense attorney, the city at-
torney of the city of Lindsay 
and the city of Gainesville, 
and a family lawyer. 
 When Bill was in his 50’s, 
he became a Christian, obey-
ing the Lord in baptism. He 
was a member of the Con-
cord Church of Christ in 
Gainesville, TX where he 
preached several sermons. 
Bill was skilled in and loved 

to research law, and other 
lawyers would come to 
him for help with research. 
He also loved to read and 
loved to tell stories, includ-
ing in his sermons. Bill was 
an avid golfer as well as a 
Dallas Cowboys and Texas 
Longhorns football fan. Bill 
had a friendly demeanor and 
was well-known and liked 
by many in the Gainesville 
community.
Survivors
 Bill was preceded in death 
by his mother, Bonnie (Vest) 
Harris, his father, Victor 
Harris, his brother, Temple, 
and his sisters Charlene and 
Donna. He is survived by 
his wife of 46 years, Rosie, 
his brother John Harris and 
wife Nancy, his sister Pin-
kie Lowrance and husband 
Parker, his brother Tommy 
Harris and wife Angie, his 
brother Danny Harris and 
wife Ann, his daughter 
Carolyn Elizabeth “Libbie” 
Zwinggi, his son Linc Harris 
and wife Vanessa, his step-
daughter Debbie McDaniel 
and Husband Dale, his step-
daughter Rhonda Cum-
mins and husband Bob, 
his best friend of 50 years, 
Don Hobbs, and numerous 
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, great-nephews, 
family, and friends.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
Concord Church of Christ 
in Gainesville or Meals on 
Wheels.  You may sign the 
online register at www.geo-
jcarroll.com.

Manuel
Medina-Collazo

Services
 Manuel Medina-Collazo, 
39, of Gainesville, passed 
away December 27, 2022 
in Gainesville. A funeral ser-
vice is scheduled for 10:00 
a.m. on Friday, December 
30, 2022, at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home.  In-
terment will follow at Fair-
view Cemetery.  Th e fam-
ily will receive friends from 
5:30 to 7:30 on Th ursday, 
December 29 at the funeral 
home.
History
 Manuel was born October 
18, 1983 in Ojinaga, Chi-
huahua, Mexico and gradu-
ated from Gainesville High 
School.  He married Dezirae 
Nelson in August of 2007 in 
Gainesville.  He was a super-
visor in the oil fi eld and trea-
sured his time spent with 
family.  Manuel was a fan of 
the San Francisco ‘49ers and 
loved playing soccer.  He 
will be fondly remembered 
as a loving husband, father, 
son, brother, and friend.
Survivors

 Survivors include: wife 
Dezirae Medina of Gaines-
ville; daughter Natalie 
Ortega of Moore, OK; son 
Kelvin Ortega of Gaines-
ville; daughter Sofi a Medina 
of Gainesville; daughter 
Izabella Medina of Gaines-
ville; son Manuel Medina of 
Gainesville; parents Manuel 
and Esperanza Medina of 
Gainesville; brother Jesus 
Medina and wife Maria of 
Gainesville; sister Brenda 
Zayas and husband Ruben 
of Constance, CO; and 
brother Alan Medina of 
Gainesville.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Pauline Bashaw

Services
 If you had any sort of re-
lationship with Pauline Vir-
ginia Bashaw then you knew 
you were going to be well 
cared for and loved. Visita-
tion will be at Meador Fu-
neral Home Chapel, 1204 
E. California Street, Gaines-
ville, Texas on December 
27th from 6-8pm. Funeral 
service will be on December 
28th at 10am also at Meador 
Funeral Home Chapel.
History
 “Nanny” as we all aff ec-
tionately called her was born 
on March 19th, 1932, to 
Gordon Ralph and Lillian 
C Horton, in Bridgeport, 
Oklahoma. She was a tire-
less servant to others and ev-
eryone loved her in return. 
 By far the greatest ben-
efi ciary of Nanny’s love and 
care was her late husband 
Wesley Davis Bashaw, whom 
she married in August 1951. 
Th ey were together for 67 
years before his passing a 
few years ago. 
 Pauline and Wes got their 
start in insurance with the 
Baptist Life and Trans-
American Insurance Agency, 
but Nanny found her true 
calling when they said yes to 
helping out with the youth 
group at Southside Baptist 
Church in Gainesville, TX. 
She and Wes went on to do 
mission work along the en-
tire Eastern Seaboard from 
Florida to Maine, along 
with Canada, Puerto Rico 
and Hawaii, with the North 
American Mission Board. 
She also served for six years 
on the Executive Board of 
the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas as a rep-
resentative of the Cooke 
County Baptist Association.
 In their long life together, 
the thing Nanny cherished 
the most was being mother 
to her two children, grand-
mother to four, great-grand-
mother to eleven, foster 
mom to fi fty-fi ve and CASA 
parent to three others. She 

also loved to paint and right 
up until the end you could 
fi nd her in her room push-
ing paint across a canvas.
Survivors
 Nanny is survived by her 
son Bobby and daughter-in-
law Kay, her grandchildren 
and their spouses, Kerry and 
Jennifer Bashaw, Kristy and 
Michael Covey, Carly and 
Allen McHenry, and Jaime 
and Chris Hantla; her great-
grandchildren are Noah, 
Riley and Isaac Bashaw, Ella 
and Abby Covey, Kailey, Ca-
den and Emma McHenry, 
and Layla, Asher and Abi-
gail Hantla. She is also sur-
vived by her two brothers 
and their wives Wayne and 
Carolyn Horton, Waymond 
and Glenda Horton and her 
many nephews and nieces, 
as well as Bill Dozier and 
wife Donna, Robert Bashaw 
and wife Cindy.
 Others that have gone 
before include her parents: 
Gordon and Lillian, hus-
band Wes, daughter Linda 
Carol and her two brothers 
Vernon and Arnold Horton. 
 Presiding over the cer-
emony will be her grand-
daughter-in-law Dr. Jen-
nifer Bashaw and her 
granddaughter Jaime Hant-
la. 
 Nanny will be laid to rest 
next to Wes in the Fairview 
Cemetery in Gainesville, 
TX.

Brandon Skaggs

Services
 Michael Brandon Skaggs, 
44, of Gainesville, passed 
away December 23, 2022 
in Gainesville. A graveside 
service is scheduled for 3:00 
p.m. on Friday, December 
30, 2022 at Fairview Ceme-
tery.  Th e family will receive 
friends from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Th ursday, Decem-
ber 29 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.
History
 Brandon was born March 
27, 1978 in Sherman.  He 
was raised and attended 
school in Gainesville.  Bran-
don was a house painter by 
trade and had a meticulous 
eye for detail.  He loved 
music and enjoyed playing 
guitar.  Brandon will be re-
membered for his sense of 
humor and love of animals.
 Mr. Skaggs was preceded 
in death by: father Everett 
Michael Skaggs; grand-
mother Bonnie Loving; and 
uncle Terry Skaggs.

Survivors
 Survivors include: daugh-
ters: Elizabeth Venegas and 
husband Nick, Summer 
Skaggs, Taylor Skaggs, Ma-
leigha Skaggs, and Alyssa 
Skaggs; grandchildren: Alex, 
Aurora, and Nova; grand-
parents Jim and Dorothy 
Loving; mother Vickie 
Knabe and husband Jam-
mie; sister Sabrina Partain 
and husband Brian; and 
nephews Andrew, Callan, 
and Gavin.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

(Continued on Page 7)

The Weekly News
January 4, 2023

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com
Fax: 940.665.2162 3

Obituaries



The Weekly News
January 4, 2023

216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.23204

Gainesville Police Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Leticia Yte Viray reported 
theft of jewelry less than 
$2,500 in the 1700 block 
of Laurel Road.
 Ihop reported theft of 

property less than $2,500 
in the 400 block of North 
I-35.
 Wal-Mart Supercenter re-
ported theft of property less 
than $2,500 in the 1800 
block of Lawrence Street.
 Brooke Elyse McMahan 
and Charles Michael Will-

mon reported theft of prop-
erty less than 
 A traffi  c stop led to a pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia citation in the 200 block 
of West Highway 82.
 Samantha Arroyo re-
ported an accident involv-
ing damage less than $200 

in the 1100 block of East 
Main Street.
 A citation for possession 
of drug paraphernalia was 
issued in the 2600 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Brannan Auto Sales re-
ported theft of a motor 
vehicle valued at less than 
$30,000 in the 1400 block 
of North Grand Avenue.
 Paulo Cesar Morales Jr. 
reported an accident in-

volving damage to a vehicle 
less than $200 in the 1300 
block of Truelove Street.
 Th e city of Gainesville 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 200 
block of North Chestnut 
Street.

Arrest Log
 Brandi D. Shaw, 44, two 
misdemeanor warrants.
 Preston N. Gonzales, 27, 

four misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Jared A. Hutchins, 31, 
misdemeanor warrant.
 Derrick D. Johnson, 27, 
arrested on possession of 
marijuana less than two 
ounces, unlawful carrying 
weapon and misdemeanor 
warrant. 
 Edward D. Sexauer, 63, 
two misdemeanor warrants, 
public intoxication.

Marriage License
Requests Received
COOKE COUNTY-Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 David Steele Foxhall, 

30, Gainesville and Te-
anna Danielle Jewell, 28, 
Gainesville.
 Parker Lamar Drennen, 
22, Enterprise, Alabama 
and Gabrielle Capri De-

marco Andrews, 26, En-
terprise.
 Bobby Ray Fisher, 41, 
Whitesboro and Chaney 
Mitchell Cheatham, 41, 
Whitesboro.

Grand Jury Issues 20 Indictments
GAINESVILLE – A 
Cooke County Grand 
Jury issued 20 indict-
ments in December.
 Ja’Myiah Michelle An-
drews, 20, was indicted 
for the October 22, 2022 
third degree felony of-
fense of evading arrest/
detention with a vehicle.
 Gustavo Bautista, 43, 
was indicted for the Oc-
tober 20, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.

 Paul Dewayne Blanton, 
59, was indicted for the 
November 24, 2020 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
200 grams.
 Carl Raymond Clark, 
29, was indicted for the 
October 23, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Shelly Dawn Davis, 
51, was indicted for the 
September 8, 2022 third 

degree felony off ense of 
driving while intoxicated 
third or more.
 Mark Shannon Dillard, 
52, was indicted for the 
September 8, 2022 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance, intent to deliv-
ery, less than 200 grams.
 Issaic Andrew Enriquez, 
29, was indicted for the 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Derrin Oryan Franklin, 

37, was indicted on the 
September 25, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Dayton Anthony 
Grant, 18, was indicted 
for September 6, 2022 
second degree felony of-
fense of robbery.
 Justin Morgan Greene, 
33, was indicted for the 
October 24, 2022 second 
degree felony off ense of 
aggravated assault with 
deadly weapon and for 

the October 24, 2022 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of assault peace offi  cer.
 Jared Adam Hutchins, 
32, was indicted for the 
October 25, 2022 state 
jail felony off ense of theft 
of petroleum product less 
than $10,000 and for the 
October 25, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
theft of property less than 
$30,000.
 Warren Gene Kemp, 
37, was indicted for the 
October 25, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
obstruction or retaliation.
 Keith Alan Lofton II, 
36, was indicted for the 
October 25, 2022 state 
jail felony off ense of theft 
of property less than 
$30,000.
 Kevin McCoy, 34, was 
indicted for the Septem-
ber 16, 2022 third degree 
felony off ense of unlawful 
possession of a fi rearm by 
a felon.
 Michael Wayne Nichol-
son, 45, was indicted for 
the September 8, 2022 
third degree felony of-
fense of evading arrest/
detention with a vehicle, 
for the September 8, 
2022 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance with 
intent to deliver less than 
200 grams and for the 

September 8, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
tamper/fabricate physical 
evidence.
 Pamela Sue Richeson, 
62, was indicted for the 
November 1, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Raymon Don Simons, 
34, was indicted for the 
July 23, 2022 third degree 
felony off ense of driving 
while intoxicated third or 
more if at trial.
 Stewart Th eresa Slinker, 
38, was indicted for the 
November 3, 2022 third 
degree felony off ense of 
unlawful possession of 
fi rearm by felon.
 Sara Th eresa Wallis, 33, 
was indicted for the Sep-
tember 21, 2022 second 
degree felony off ense of 
manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams and for 
the September 25, 2022 
third degree felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams.
 Anthony Erick Wat-
kins, 59, was indicted for 
the November 10. 2022 
third degree felony of-
fense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more if 
at trial.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Paul Keith Clark re-
ported theft of property 
less than $750 in the 3500 
block of County Road 140.
 Cole Adam Duke re-
ported theft of property 
less than $150,000 in the 
100 block of Molala Cove.

 Driving while intoxi-
cated second off ense was 
reported at west 8th Street 
and north Main Street in 
Muenster.
 Manufacture delivery 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams was 
reported in the 700 block 
of Rocky Ridge Flatts in 
Cooke County.
 

Arrest Log
 Victor Manuel Martinez, 
51, assault family violence 
impede breathing/circula-
tion.
 Sharod Jackson, 40, ca-
pias pro fi ne warrants.
 Jose Luis-Celedonio 
Cantero Jr., 27, aggravated 
assault family member.
 Nicholas Olvera, 40, 
failure to comply with reg-

istration requirements fail-
ure to appear.
 Jynna Deann Ware, 22, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams, motion to proceed 
to adjudication.
 Dustin Lane Redfearn, 
41, theft of property less 
than $2,500.
 Crystal Dawn King, 33, 
abandon endanger child.

ABBA Receives Donation – The Cooke County Republican Party presented donations 
to ABBA Executive Director Melanie Hesse on December 9. Pictured are Hesse, Coun-
ty Chairman Chris McNamara, Pauline and Clem Lesch, and  Precinct Chairs Richard 
Womack, Sarah Ann Hess, Ken Arterbury and Susan Schaub, who is also a volunteer at 
ABBA. Photo by Precinct Chair Gene Brown, Gene’s Photos.                   (Courtesy Photo)  
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Dancing With Our Stars to 

Benefi t NTMC Foundation
GAINESVILLE – Local 
“celebrities” will be strut-
ting their stuff  on the dance 
fl oor in February to raise 
money for the North Texas 
Medical Center Founda-
tion.
 Th e fi rst-ever Danc-
ing With Our Stars event 
is scheduled for Feb. 16 
at 6:30 pm at Centennial 
Hall in Lindsay. Th e event, 
which is based on the long-
running television show, 
will feature a competition 
including nine sets of danc-
ers vying for the prestigious 
mirror-ball trophy.
 “We will actually have 
two major awards that 
night,” NTMC Foundation 
Executive Director Darin 
Allred said. “Th e mirror-
ball trophy will go to the 
best dancers based on scores 
from a panel of judges that 
will include a pair of profes-
sional dancers from the Me-
troplex. Th e People’s Choice 
Award will go to the danc-
ers who get the most pub-
lic votes, both from those 
in the audience the night 
of the event, as well as the 
general public who can vote 
for their favorite celebrity in 
advance of the competition. 
Th e key is that dollars equal 
votes. Th e more you donate 
to your favorite dancer, the 
more votes they get.”
 You can donate toward 
your favorite dancer at 

www.ntmcfoundation.org. 
Th at is also where you can 
see the featured dancers, 
buy tickets to attend the 
event, and start bidding on 
silent auction items.
 Tickets for the event are 
$75 each. Th at includes a 
catered meal from Sarah’s 

on the Square, drinks, and 
of course the featured enter-
tainment. Th ose that attend 
will be able to vote on their 
phones for their favorite 
dancer, as well as bid on si-
lent auction items.
Dancing With Our Stars 
will be the major fundraiser 
in 2023 for the Heart of 
NTMC Campaign that is 
raising money for the pur-
chase of a Cardiac CT ma-
chine for the hospital.
“Currently, there is not a 
Cardiac CT machine avail-
able in Cooke County, so 
local residents are forced to 
travel out of town for these 
important scans,” Allred 
said. “Not only would hav-
ing this machine at NTMC 
be convenient for local 

residents, it might be life-
saving. In addition to do-
ing scans of the heart, it can 
also be used for regular CT 
scans when needed, which 
would double our capac-
ity. Th at is huge when, for 
instance, a stroke victim 
comes into our Emergency

www.ntmcfoundation.org
Department. Th at lessens 
the chance that our one CT 
machine will be in use when 
needed for an emergency.”
 Th e competition will fea-
ture local dancers, who were 
allowed to pick their part-
ner, their song, and chore-
graph their dance.
 “Th eir performance is 
completely up to them,” 
Allred said. “We placed no 
restrictions on what they 
could do, other than ask-
ing them to keep it some-
what family friendly. I have 
a feeling we will see some 
traditional dances, and also 
some people really breaking 
it down out there. It should 
be a ton of fun.”
 Here are the featured 

dancers who will be com-
peting on Feb. 16:
 Chris McNamara, Net-
work Operations Manager 
at Nortex Communica-
tions.
 Bonnie Hess, Chief Nurs-
ing Offi  cer at North Texas 
Medical Center.
 Lloyd Reiter, President of 
First State Bank.
 Emily Lewis, Director of 
the Associate Degree Nurs-
ing program at North Cen-
tral Texas College.
 Tommy Moore, the May-
or of the City of Gaines-
ville.
 Cindy (Alcala) Reed, a 
Sales Representative for Jim 
Goldsworthy State Farm In-
surance.
 Cody Secrest, Senior Pro-
gram Manager at Safran 
Seats USA.
 Nancy Moore and Pam 
Enderby, two Gainesville 
residents who are both for-
mer Kilgore Rangerettes.
 Jocelyn Archer, Haley 
Hughes, Taylor Loch and 
Shea Shaff er, Trident Pro-
cess Systems.
 Seating is limited for the 
event, so you are encour-
aged to purchase your tick-
ets early. Sponsorships are 
also available which come 
with a table of 10.
 For more information on 
Dancing With Our Stars 
benefi tting the NTMC 
Foundation,

Valley View Board of Aldermen

Approve Wastewater, Ordinances
(Continued from Page 1)

included approval of Oc-
tober 2022 budget report 
for general, disposal and 
police/municipal depart-
ments, October 2022 
check register and minutes 
of the regular October 13, 
2022 meeting.
 Th e council voted to 
approve the placement of 
two benches on the city 
square. Th e benches were 
purchased by Valley View 
Chamber of Commerce.
 Tamera Whitlow, Presi-
dent of the Valley View 
Chamber of Commerce, 
stated the chamber pur-
chased the two benches 
as previously discussed for 
the square – one in honor 
of Beverly Kelly and one in 
honor of Bob Carr. 
 She said they were ready 
to install the benches and 
were looking for approval 
of placement. She said the 
chamber was proposing 
placement at the northeast 
side and southwest side 
within the sidewalk area. 
She also noted the benches 
are made from recycled 

materials and should not 
require painting. 
 Whitlow also said the 
chamber would like the 
Parks Commission to take 
over the bench program 
and add benches to the 
park. Th e benches were ex-
pected to be installed prior 
to the city’s Christmas pa-
rade. 
 Th e board also heard a 
presentation on the  Texas 
Municipal Retirement Sys-
tem by Senior Regional 
Manager Anthony Mills. 
Mills distributed a packet 
of information and ex-
plained what TMRS is and 
how it works. He updated 
the board on the city’s cur-
rent rates and how those 
rates are derived. 
 Mills said the city is us-
ing the same plan it has 
had since joining in 2014. 
He stated many cities, in-
cluding most surrounding 
Valley View are at a 2-1 
ratio with 7 percent while 
Valley View is currently at 
1-1 with 5 percent.
 Morgan presented sce-
narios of annual costs giv-
ing the new fi gures pre-
sented by Mills. Wilkerson 
asked if an employee leaves 
early and cashes out, do 
they receive the city contri-
butions or just their own?
 Mills said the employee 
only gets what they have 
put in. He noted city 
contributions are drawn 
if an employee retires. 
Th e council voted for a 

2-1 matching ratio with 
TMRS.
  Next, the council dis-
cussed and considered op-
tions for renewal of a waste 
services contract with Re-
public Services.
 Republic Services Mu-
nicipal Services Manager 
Cheryl Brock presented 
two options available for a 
contract renewal. She ex-
plained what the options 
were and how they are de-
rived. She noted the aver-
age cost increase per year 
over the last four years has 
been four percent, with no 
increase last year and an 
eight percent increase this 
year. 
 She said Republic Ser-
vices does not typically of-
fer a fuel option, but they 
could try to work that out 
as well. 
 Sandmann confi rmed 
the price is set to go up 
next year and Morgan stat-
ed it increased November 
1.
 Mayor Pro Tem Wilk-
erson asked what the fuel 
charge is. Morgan ex-
plained that it’s a percent-
age over a set number of 
the average fuel cost. Sand-
mann asked if there was a 
cost for overfl owing carts. 
Brock stated the charge is 
only for dumpsters. 
 Morgan asked if the 
city contract aff ects com-
mercial accounts that get 
billed directly from Re-
public Services and Brock 

confi rmed it does. 
 Sandmann asked if the 
city could just wait until 
it’s time to go for a full bid, 
since there is time. Brock 
said the collection is going 
to the automated trucks. 
Morgan stated she’s get-
ting more frequent calls of 
damaged or broken carts. 
 Wilkerson asked if the 
fuel option has been cheap-
er, and Morgan said that 
this was the fi rst year it has 
come into play. Morgan 
noted the contract is up 
November 1, 2023. Brock 
added she did not think 
there would be a contract 
without a 4 percent an-
nual increase option, as the 
Consumer Price Index for 
the year was 3 percentage.
 Sandmann made a mo-
tion to wait for full bid 
process closer to the expi-
ration of the current con-
tract. Th e motion passed 
unanimously.
  Th e council also dis-
cussed fi ling an open seat 
on the board of alderman. 
Morgan stated there had 
been no applicants. 
 Th e board of aldermen 
then approved the pur-
chase of four lighted snow-
fl akes for the square. 
 Following an executive 
session, the board of alder-
men reconvened in open 
session and voted unani-
mously to approve Pedro 
Amador for construction 
and updates to 101 S. Lee 
Street. 
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By Michael Barone

 Where are Americans 
moving? And where, to 
make things more specif-
ic, have Americans been 
moving since the sudden 
onset of COVID lock-
downs? Answers to these 
questions come from 
the annual Christmas-
time release of the Cen-
sus Bureau’s estimates of 
the population of the 50 
states and the District of 
Columbia as of last July.
 Comparing those num-
bers to the decennial 
census count of April 1, 
2020, just when COVID 
restrictions were put in 
place, provides a view of 
how Americans moved, 
or didn’t, during the pan-
demic and post-pandem-
ic 27 months.
 Domestic out-migra-

tion -- the number of 
U.S. residents leaving 
the state minus those 
entering -- in 2020-22 
was 3.3% of the 2020 
population in New York 
state and 2.2% in Illinois 
and California. Th ese are 
staggering numbers, far 
higher than any other 
state. Th e losses are un-
doubtedly concentrated 
in central cities, as sug-
gested by the District of 
Columbia, where pre-
COVID population was 
growing but in 2020-22 
was down 3.8%.
 Not coincidentally, 
these states have some of 
the nation’s highest state 
and local tax rates and 
high housing costs due 
to restrictive regulations. 
Th at has spurred out-
migration for more than 
a decade. Th e post-CO-
VID woes -- lockdowns 
and masking mandates, 
the post-George Floyd 
upward zoom in violent 
crime and the spread of 
homeless encampments 
-- have sparked a larger 
exodus that seems un-
likely to be fully reversed.
 What else is striking? 
Looking at the map, you 
see domestic out-migra-
tion from all fi ve states 

touching the Pacifi c 
Ocean, which was once 
the scenic promised land 
for many people. And 
you see domestic in-mi-
gration along Interstate 
15 to Nevada, though 
it’s longer leading the na-
tion in growth as in the 
2000s, to heavily Mor-
mon Utah and north to 
Idaho and Montana.
 Th ere’s also been move-
ment eastward, along 
Interstate 10 to Arizona 
and Texas. Th e domestic 
in-migration into these 
fi ve Mountain States 
(413,000) and Texas 
(475,000) almost precise-
ly matches the domestic 
out-migration from Cali-
fornia (871,000).
 Turning to the east side 
of the map, you see enor-
mous growth in the states 
along Interstates 95 and 
85 south of metro Wash-
ington and Richmond. 
In 2020-22, while the 
national population grew 
by 0.6%, North Caro-
lina was up 2.5%, South 
Carolina 3.2%, Georgia 
1.9% and Florida up by 
3.3%.
 Domestic in-migra-
tion in these four states 
(1,128,000) comes close 
to matching the com-

bined out-migration 
from New York and the 
I-95 states from Virginia 
north to Massachusetts, 
plus Illinois (1,285,000).
 Florida has been a 
particular standout. Its 
domestic in-migration 
(622,000) almost exact-
ly matches New York’s 
domestic out-migration 
(664,000). Total 2020-
22 domestic in-migration 
into Florida was 2.9% 
of its 2020 population, 
a rate exceeded only by 
the much smaller states 
of Idaho, Montana and 
South Carolina.
 Th e migration along 
these Interstate corridors 
is moving in the oppo-
site directions of move-
ments in the wartime and 
postwar decades from 
the 1940s to the 1970s. 
Th en you saw substantial 
migrations of both Black 
and white Southerners 
up to the great cities of 
the Northeast -- Wash-
ington, Baltimore, Phila-
delphia, New York -- and 
to Chicago, Detroit and 
Cleveland in the indus-
trial Midwest.
 Similarly, wartime in-
dustries and postwar 
growth led people from 
Texas, Oklahoma and 

Louisiana to the fabled 
promised land of Cali-
fornia and the Pacifi c 
Northwest.
 Th ose migrations were 
larger in absolute num-
bers and much larger 
in percentage terms 
than what we see today. 
Which makes the really 
large movements today -- 
out of New York, Chica-
go and coastal California, 
into Florida and Texas -- 
stand out so vividly.
 For in much of the 
country, you see some-
thing like stasis, people 
staying in place, with 
birth rates lower than at 
any other time in history 
and with more deaths 
than births in 25 of the 
50 states. In eight South-
ern states, outside Texas 
and the South Atlan-
tic, and 11 Midwestern 
states outside Illinois, the 
population was up only 
0.2% and domestic in-
migration was 0.1%.
 It should be obvious 
now that the old cliche 
about the Snow Belt 
emptying out into the 
Sun Belt is obsolete. In-
stead, you see movement 
from the supposedly idyl-
lic Pacifi c coast north on 
I-15 and east on I-10 

to Mountain States and 
Texas. You see an even 
larger shift from metro 
Washington to metro 
Boston southward on 
I-95 and I-85 to the Car-
olinas, Georgia and most 
of all to Florida.
 In a generally prosper-
ous and tolerant society 
-- more prosperous and 
tolerant than the tenor 
of Twitter debate, in my 
view -- it takes a lot to get 
people to move. What the 
census numbers show is 
that COVID lockdowns, 
piled atop high taxes and 
restrictive housing regu-
lations, got several mil-
lion people on the move 
in the 27 months from 
April 2020 to July 2022.
 Th ose who moved are 
likely to be better off , 
but the self-damage in-
fl icted on the places they 
left will be hard, in some 
respects impossible, to 
repair.
 Michael Barone is a se-
nior political analyst for 
the Washington Exam-
iner, resident fellow at 
the American Enterprise 
Institute and longtime 
co-author of Th e Alma-
nac of American Politics.
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COVID Only Accelerated the 
Blue State Exodus

By Susan Estrich

 Th ey call them “over-
dose prevention sites.” 
I’d never heard of them 
until I saw the picture in 
the LA Times of a drug 

user literally falling down 
in the middle of a city 
plaza where dozens of 
people were openly con-
suming fentanyl, meth 
and other deadly drugs. 
What makes it a “preven-
tion” site is that they are 
less likely to overdose out 
in public, with public 
health workers circulating 
around the plaza handing 
out Narcan, the overdose 
reversal medication, help-
ing people into a sitting 
position and remind-
ing them to breathe. Th e 
police who were there 
reportedly gave some of 
the street vendors a hard 
time; the drug users they 

leave alone or help out. 
 Th e San Francisco lo-
cation, at United Na-
tions Plaza, has been shut 
down, and the question 
whether it or a similar lo-
cation will reopen in that 
city is an issue now facing 
the mayor. 
 Th e question of wheth-
er the example should be 
followed elsewhere in an 
eff ort to combat acciden-
tal overdoses is a question 
for the rest of us. 
 Th e numbers are strik-
ing. According to the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, more 
than 100,000 Americans 
died of overdoses in the 

year ending last June. In 
San Francisco, 550 drug 
overdoses were reported 
last year by the coroner. 
In the plaza, according to 
published reports, more 
than 330 overdoses were 
reversed. Lives saved. 
 In Los Angeles, a spate 
of high school overdoses 
has led to concerns that 
schools be equipped with 
Narcan, sparking the 
usual, usually futile de-
bate about whether hav-
ing life-saving equipment 
encourages people to risk 
their lives. Th ere has also 
been talk of establishing 
an overdose prevention 
site in Los Angeles. And 
the same questions are 
raised. 
 No one wants one in 
their backyard. Even the 
pictures are shocking. On 
the other hand, the argu-
ment is unanswerable. Do 
we value human life or 
not? If using drugs in an 
open and safe space will 
save lives, exactly what 
is the argument against 
it? Th at shooting up will 
look more attractive? 
Th ere is nothing attrac-
tive about the pictures, or 
the people in them. Th ere 
is a reason you don’t want 
this in your backyard, no 
matter how much police 
protection surrounds it. It 
isn’t for people in rehab, 
God knows. Th is is for 
people who would be go-
ing down the drain. Th is 
is what the drain looks 
like. Shouldn’t we do ev-
erything we can to save 
them? 
 Apparently at the San 
Francisco sites, overdoses 
were reversed in a court-
yard that you couldn’t 
see into if you were just 
passing by. Certainly, it’s 
nothing anyone would 
want to watch. But we 
have fought a symboli-
cally fraught and horrify-

ingly ineff ective war on 
drugs for so long that it 
only seems to make sense 
to look for public health 
solutions to tragedies that 
just aren’t going to be 
avoided by building more 
prison beds. 
 Overdose prevention 
sites are a threat to our 
comfort level. But the 
epidemic of dangerous 
fentanyl mixed with rec-
reational drugs isn’t much 
comfort either. Nor is 
there any comfort to be 

had in the faces of the 
homeless drug users who 
stare back from the news-
paper stories. Th is is real 
life. Th ere is a choice to 
be made, and ultimately 
it is ours, to choose life.
 To fi nd out more about 
Susan Estrich and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate website at 
www.creators.com.
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Overdose Prevention Sites 
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Sharon Gail Bond
 
Services

Sharon Gail Bond, 78, 
of Gainesville, passed 
away December 29, 2022 
in Gainesville. A memo-
rial service for Mrs. Bond 
is scheduled for 10:30 
AM Th ursday, January 5, 
2022 at Crossroads Baptist 
Church with Rev. Randy 
Taylor offi  ciating.  
History
 Sharon was born January 
31, 1944 in Gainesville and 
graduated from Gainesville 
High School.  She enjoyed 
baking, gardening, shop-
ping, and treasured her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.  She was a 
member of Crossroads Bap-
tist Church.
 Ms. Bond was preceded 
in death by: parents George 
Bazel and Abbanell Muriel 
(Warner) Bond; grandson 
Aaron Rutledge; brother 
Mickey Bond; brother Har-
old Bond; and sister Sandra 
Bond Sims.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter Tammy Gail Powell 
of Gainesville; son Ethan 
Powell and wife Bettina of 
Lewisville; son Jonathan 
“J.P.” Powell of Decatur; 
grandchildren Mariah Stin-
son of Burneyville, OK, 
Chelsea Putnam of Wyn-
newood, OK, Jessica Linnit 
of Tulsa, OK, Lance Beck 
of Gainesville, Leah Morri-
son of Story, AR, Jonathan 
Th urman of Hot Springs, 
AR, and Samantha Johnson 
of Dallas; and numerous 
great-grandchildren.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Crossroads 
Baptist Church.  You may 
sign the online register at 
www.geojcarroll.com.

Corrine M.
“Renee” Francis

Services
 Corrine M. “Renee” 
Francis of Denton, TX was 
called home by her Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ on 
Saturday, December 24, 
2022.
 Graveside service will 
be held Saturday, January 
7, 2023 in Mountain Park 
Cemetery (Saint Jo) at 2:00 
pm.
History
 She was born on October 
15, 1935 to Louis and Elea-
nor Hirsch in Lindenhurst, 
NY. She was married to 
William Francis from 1954 
until his passing in 2010. 
Survivors
 She is survived by sons 
Michael & Carol Francis 
of Austin, TX., Wayne & 
Kathleen Francis of Den-
ton, TX., and daughter 
Nancy & Ricky Cook of 
Saint Jo, TX.  Grandchil-
dren- Daniel & Kaci Cook, 
Renee & Michael Allan, 
Stefanie & Taft Gray IV, 
Ryan & Hannah  Francis, 
Christopher Francis, and 
Sarah Francis. Great Grand-
children- Jaden Allan, Ma-
son Cook, Kinley Gray, 
Kendal Cook, Trenten Al-
lan and Elijah Gray Brother 
Dennis Hirsch (Patti), Sis-
ter Andrea Green (Larry) 
and Sister-in-law Virgina 
Francis. Special Friends- 
Kay Williams, Anita Staudt, 
Donna Hardin, Vicki Mot-
ter, Audrey Tremmel and 
Debbie & Terri Dunn.
 She was preceded in death 
by her husband, her parents 
and grandson Nathan Tyler 
Cook. 
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers dona-
tions may be made to Sa-
maritans Purse PO Box 
3000, Boone, NC 28607 or 
samaritanspurse.org.

Richard
Herbert Risser

Services
 Richard Herbert Risser, 
92, of Crowley, passed away 
December 25, 2022 in Bur-
leson. 
 A funeral service is sched-
uled for 2:00 PM Th ursday, 
December 29, 2022 at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home with David Lang of-
fi ciating.  Burial will follow 
in Fairview Cemetery.  A 
visitation will precede the 
funeral at 1:00 PM at the 
funeral home.
History
 He was born March 19, 
1930 in East Orange, New 
Jersey to George William 
and Sarah Isabel (Kitchen) 
Risser.
 Mr. Risser grew up in 
Pleasantville, NY where he 
graduated from high school 
in 1949.  He acquired a love 
of mechanics working on a 
1936 Oldsmobile that was 
gifted to him by his dad.
 Richard enlisted into the 
US Air Force in 1950 where 
he served eight years as a 
B47 mechanic and instruc-
tor.  He was based in Texas 
and California with some 
time spent in Japan and Ko-
rea.  Moving on from the 
Air Force he worked for car 
dealerships and completing 
his career with Turbo Refrig-
eration in Denton, retiring 
in 1993.
 On October 10, 1953 
Richard married Martha 
Lang of Gainesville at Th e 
Little Chapel in Th e Woods 
in Denton.  Th ey were 
blessed with four daughters:  
Diane, Susan, Pam, and 
Cindy.  His devotion was to 
his family, work, and serving 
in the church as a deacon at 
University Church of Christ 
in Denton, and in many 
ways at Broadway Church 
of Christ in Gainesville.
Survivors
 Mr. Risser is survived by 
his devoted wife Martha 
Mae (Lang) Risser of Crow-
ley; daughter and son-in-law 
Diane and Richard Perry; 
daughter Susan Roseberry; 
daughter Pam Allen; daugh-
ter and son-in-law Cindy 
and Steve Aloway; nine 
grandchildren plus spouses:  
David Perry, Adam Perry, 
Ryan (and Mindy Wil-
son) Perry, Matthew (and 
Cortney) Roseberry, Jen-
nifer Roseberry (and Char-
lie) Squyers, Michael (and 
Cynthia) Allen, Cade (and 
Kristal) Allen, Austin Alo-
way, Jace (and Hannah) 
Aloway; seven great-grand-
children:  Wilson Perry, Jack 
and Nora Roseberry, Ash-
lynn and Amy Allen, Preslee 
and Brynlee Allen.  He is 
also survived by his brother-
in-law Paul (and Jeanne) 
Lang; nieces and nephews 
David (and Stephanie) 
Lang; Jonathan (and Randa) 
Lang.
 Richard was preceded in 
death by his parents, son-
in-law Keith Allen, nieces 
Cheryl and Kerri Lang.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Marla Denise Hilton

Services
 Graveside service for 
Marla Denise Hilton, age 
45, of Saint Jo will be held 
at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, 
December 27, 2022 at 
Coker Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held from 6:00-7:00 
PM on Monday, December 
26, 2022 at Scott Funeral 
Home in Saint Jo. Ms. Hil-
ton passed away on Th urs-
day, December 22, 2022 in 
Nocona.
Marla was born in Muenster 
to Delores Ann (Reynolds) 
and Albert Marland Hil-
ton, Sr. on March 28, 1977. 
She was the youngest of her 
siblings. She grew up in 
Capps Corner. She attended 
and graduated from Saint 
Jo High School. She loved 
playing pat-a-cake and cud-
dling with her family. 
Survivors
 She is survived by her sis-
ter: Marcia Tucker of Saint 
Jo; brothers: Marty and wife 
Michelle Hilton of Saint Jo, 
Mark and wife Karen Hilton 
of Saint Jo, and Mike Hilton 

of Nocona; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and friends who will all miss 
her dearly.
Marla was preceded in death 
by her parents: Albert and 
Delores Hilton; and her 
grandparents.

Bryan Terry Rasure

Services
 Bryan Terry Rasure, 53, 
of Gainesville, passed away 
in his home December 
24, 2022. No Services are 
planned at this time.
History
 He was born April 15, 

1969 in Denton to Wil-
liam Terry and Sandra Lynn 
(Collings) Rasure.
 Bryan owned Rasure 
Paint and Body for many 
years.  He loved to work on 
and race cars.
Survivors
 Mr. Rasure is survived 
by his wife Tammy Rasure 
of Gainesville; daughter 
and son-in-law Kayla and 
Micheal Mullins of Bowie; 
daughter and son-in-law 
Kristina and Jerry Elliot of 
Albuquerque, NM.  He is 
also survived by his parents 
and 7 grandchildren.
 Bryan was preceded in 
death by his grandparents 
Jack and Pauline Collings.
 You may sign the online 

register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Edith Leyva

Services
On Monday, Decem-

ber 12, 2022 Edith Leyva 
joined the choirs of angels. 
Th ere will be a Rosary and 
Viewing Held at Scott’s Fu-
neral Home in Muenster, 
TX from 6:30pm-8:30pm 
on Friday, December 16th 
and her funeral service will 
be held at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Muen-
ster, TX on Saturday, De-
cember 17th at 10:30am 

followed by her graveside 
service at the Sacred Heart 
Cemetary also in Muenster, 
TX. 
Survivors
 She was preceded in death 
by her devoted husband 
David Leyva, her parents 
Sara and Ray Ahlers and 
Epimenio Vasquez. She is 
survived by her children 
Jennifer Pike, David Leyva, 
Jr. and Tina Leyva who will 
miss her more than words 
can say. Our mother was 
beloved by all she met. Her 
smile, indomitable spirit and 
loving soul strengthen us to 
face a world without her in 
it. Once you slept with the 
angels now you get to fl y 
with them. We love you.

Obituaries

Hagerman Wildlife 
Plans January Events
GRAYSON COUNTY - 
Th e following is the Friends 
of Hagerman NWR Janu-
ary Press Release.  For 
more information about 
these events, please email:  
friendsofhagerman@gmail.
com . All events are spon-
sored by the Friends of 
Hagerman and occur at the 
Hagerman National Wild-
life Refuge Visitor Center:  
6465 Refuge Road, Sher-
man, TX 75092, unless 
stated otherwise.
 Volunteers Needed: 
Hagerman National Wild-
life Refuge Visitor Center 
Greeters
 Meet and greet people 
from all over the world 
while giving out informa-
tion about the refuge and 
wildlife.  Hand out maps 
and make sales in the Na-
ture Nook.  Come and 
join our team!  For more 
information, please email: 
friendsofhagerman@gmail.
com
 Early Bird Guided Walk:  
January 14th at 8:00 AM
 Master Naturalist Jack 
Chiles will lead our early 
bird walk, weather permit-
ting. Meet at the Visitor 
Center. Bring binoculars 
or borrow ours. Return in 
time for the Second Sat-
urday program.  Free and 
open to the public.  Regis-

ter to be informed of un-
expected changes to this 
event: https://www.friend-
sofhagerman.com/Birding
 Second Saturday: Janu-
ary 14th at 10:00 AM in 
the Visitor Center
 Learn all about the East-
ern Bluebird: feeding, hab-
itat, life stages and more!
 Free and open to the 
public, funded by dona-
tions.
 Th e Refuge Rocks! Chil-
dren’s Program: 
 Saturday,  from 10am – 
11:30 am, Ages 5-10, in 
the Visitor Center 
 Have you ever wondered 
how we know so much 
about the dinosaurs, even 
though it’s been millions of 
years since they walked the 
Earth?  Well, we have fos-
sils to thank for that!  What 
exactly are fossils?  What 
information do they give 
scientists, and how?  Fos-
sils can give scientists clues 
about animals and plants 
that lived a long, long time 
ago.  During this program, 
we will be taking the chil-
dren back millions of years 
to the time when the ref-
uge area was covered by a 
vast saltwater ocean and 
learn about the plants and 
animals who lived here!  
Come join us on January 
21 for a free class to have 

some fun with fossils! 
Registration Required: 
https://www.friendsof-
hagerman.com/Rocks/  
 Free and open to the 
public, funded by dona-
tions.
 Th e Little Sit: January 
7th, 2022, 7:00 am, Pad-H 
on the West side of Hager-
man NWR
 If you want to learn 
how to identify the birds 
of North Texas, the “Little 
Sit” is the perfect way to 
start. Modeled after Cor-
nell’s “Big Sit,” a group  
of dedicated birders meet 
once a month at the end of 
Pad H on the West side of 
Hagerman NWR. 
 An expert “bird identi-
fi er” will be present at each 
Sit and will keep track of 
the number of each species 
of birds observed and enter 
the data into eBird. Th e 
public is welcome to join 
us for the count--no expe-
rience is needed. 
 Th ey meet on the First 
Saturday of each month, 
30 minutes before sunrise 
to watch the birds come in 
to the water and begin to 
feed. We usually stay out 
for 2-3 hours, but you are 
welcome for all or part of 
the Little Sit. 
 For more information, a 
map to Pad-H and to regis-

ter to receive event updates 
(location changes, etc.) 
please register: http://www.
friendsofhagerman.com/
LittleSit or email: friend-
sofhagerman@gmail.com. 
 GPS Coordinates 
to Pad-H: 33.734961, 
-96.780582
Free and open to the pub-
lic, funded by donations.
 Tram Tours : Enjoy a 
60 – 90 minute tour along 
Wildlife Drive at the Ref-
uge. Enjoy learning about 
the history of the displaced 
town of Hagerman while 
watching for wildlife.  Lots 
of stops for birdwatching 
and photography.  Visit 
www.friendsofhagerman.
com/Tram-Tours for res-
ervations.  Standbys are 
accepted if space permits.  
Free and open to the pub-
lic, funded by donations.
 Outdoor Crew: Do you 
enjoy working outside, 
mowing, sprucing up hik-
ing trails, trimming and 
removing brush and gen-
eral cleanup? Join the Out-
door Crew at Hagerman 
National Wildlife Refuge.  
Th e Outdoor Crew meets 
on the First Tuesday and 
Fourth Saturday of ev-
ery month. Please email 
friendsofhagerman@gmail.
com for details and to join 
our team. Scouts welcome!

Goldsworthy Establishes 
Endowed Scholarship for 
NCTC’s Red River Promise
COOKE COUNTY - Jim 
and Jennifer Goldsworthy, 
of Gainesville, Texas, have 
established the Jim & Jen-
nifer Goldsworthy Red 
River Promise Scholarship 
fund at North Central Tex-
as College with their dona-
tion to the NCTC Foun-
dation this week. 
 “Serving on the NCTC 

Foundation Board, I’ve 
seen fi rsthand how scholar-
ships can change the lives 
of students and change the 
culture in our community,” 
said Goldsworthy. “My 
wife and I are excited to en-
dow this scholarship and be 
a part of shaping the future 
of our local workforce.”
 Th e Red River Promise 

was established in 2021, in 
partnership with NCTC, 
ISDs in Cooke and Mon-
tague counties, Graham 
ISD, and several universi-
ties. Graduating seniors 
from the 14 promise 
schools, including all high 
schools in Cooke County, 
are eligible to receive varied 
support services and last-

in scholarships to cover 
tuition and fees for up to 
two years or 60 credits at 
NCTC. 
 For more information on 
scholarships at NCTC, or 
how you can be a part of 
the Red River Promise, vis-
it nctc.edu/scholarships or 
email scholarships@nctc.
edu. 
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The Weekly News
is the LARGEST & MOST READ 

Newspaper in Cooke County!

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Legal Notices

Services

VFW Post 6205
136 S Ash, Muenster

Hall Rental/Bar Rental
For More Information, Call 940-759-2921 

or 940-634-3414
Open Bar/Cold Beverages- 3:00-7:00pm  
To Be A Part of the VFW Flag Service, 

Call 940-759-2921

Event Rentals

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320.

STATE OF TEXAS             COUNTY OF COOKE
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 

IN THE ESTATE OF SARA ROSE COOPER
PR18220
 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

To all persons interested in the Estate of SARA ROSE 
COOPER: 
 On 12/15/2022, EARL SCOTT COOPER fi led 
a(n) Application to Determine Heirship and for Let-
ters of Administration in Cause No. PR18220 in the 
County Court at Law of Cooke County, Texas. 
 Said Application to Determine Heirship and for 
Letters of Administration may be heard and acted 
upon by said court after 10 o’clock a.m. on the fi rst 
Monday next after the expiration on ten days from the 
date of publication of this citation. 
All persons interested in said estate are hearby cited 
to appear before said court by fi ling a written answer 
contesting said should they desire to do so. 
Given under my hand and seal of offi ce in Cooke 
County, Texas, this 27th day of December, 2022. 

    Pam Harrison, County Clerk
    Cooke County Court at Law
    Cooke County Courthouse
    101 S. Dixon St. Rm 109
    Gainesville, TX 76240 
                                                                                                                                                                01/04

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads for as low as 
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Animals For Sale

The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$8.50. 940-665-2320.

Eddie has been at our shel-
ter for 125 days now. He 
has spent the holiday sea-
son cooped up in a ken-
nel and we just can not 
understand why. He is the 
sweetest boy and loves to 
play in the water. When 
the weather was warmer 
we would get the hose out 
and spray it in the air and 
he would have a blast try-
ing to catch the water in 
his mouth. Eddie is house-

broken and gets along great with other dogs. He is just 
adorable! He is very environment driven and loves to 
play outside. He is just full of personality and goofi -
ness! If you are looking to add a new furry bff to your 
holiday movie nights and dinner parties then please 
consider making Eddie’s whole year by adopting him 
today! Eddie has been neutered, microchipped, and 
is up to date on all his age appropriate vaccinations, 
meaning he is go home ready today! If you are interest-
ed in adopting Eddie please give us a call at (940)665-
9800 and we can set you up an appointment to come in 
and meet him! 

Animal Adoption

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   07/27

Garage 
Sales

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $8.50 per 
week. Just give us a call at 
940.665.2320.

Help Wanted
Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                   10/05

Callisburg ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers 
and Field Trip Drivers for the 
current school year. Appli-
cants must be 21 years of 

age, must have a Class A or 
B CDL with passenger and 

school bus endorsement and 
be able to have a current or 
pass a DOT medical exam. 
Applicants must also pass a 
background check, driver’s 
record check, and pre-em-
ployment drug test. Aver-

age morning and afternoon 
routes run 60-75 minutes. 

All buses are equipped with 
security cameras. Interested 

applicants may obtain an 
application at the Callisburg 

ISD Administration Offi ce 
located at 148 Dozier Street, 

Callisburg, TX or at the 
Transportation Offi ce located 
at 308 Dozier Street, Callis-
burg, TX. Interested parties 
may also contact Cory Hud-
dleston at 665-0961 exten-

sion 365. We look forward to 
hiring new drivers who want 

to work for a district that 
respects the job they do!

Callisburg ISD Is 
Currently Accepting Ap-
plications For Custodial 
Positions. Applications 
Are Available At The 

Callisburg ISD Admin-
istration Offi ce Located 
At 148 Dozier St. Cal-

lisburg, TX. 76240. 
You May Contact Cory 

Huddleston @ 940-
665-0961 ext. 365 With 
Any Questions About 

The Positions.

Pure Bred Mini Dachs-
hund. Males, $250 Fe-
male, $300. Shots and 
Wormed 940-759-4923.
                                                                   12/07

The Weekly News

The best bang for 
your buck!

American Bulldog female 
2yr spade $100 txt for 
info 940-736-5384.
                                                                   12/21

Small German Shepherd 
female 8 mths old. No 
chicken or cats $100 text 
for info 940-736-5384.
                                                                   12/21

Border Collie male 2 yrs 
neutered $250 text for in-
formation 940-736-5384.
                                                                   12/21

Solar Intellishock 30 en-
ergizer plus Starkline 
42”x164 ft standard elec-
tric poultry netting Used 
for two weeks paid $500 
sell $250 940-736-5384.
                                                                   12/28

If you’ve lost
your cat or dog,

be sure
to check

Noah’s Ark
Animal
Shelter

940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

For only $52/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Get all the local news
for less

than a cup
of coffee!

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View • Whitesboro  • Era  • Lindsay  •  Myra • Muenster

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County
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JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued ...

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® 

ESCOBEDO’S
TREE SERVICE

Family Owned, Family Operated

All Your Tree
Service Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

940-727-9883

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classifi eds for as 
low as $8.50 per week! Just give us a call 940-665-2320. 

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classi-
fi eds for as low as $8.50. Just give us a call for 
more information 940.665.2320 or email sales.
team@theweeklynewscc.com.

214.546.0140

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   01/25

Custom Beef Processing
Immediate Openings Available
Call for details and scheduling

Also selling our own Feed Lot Beef!
- Whole or Halves - 

Come check out our full service retail counter!

1610 West Pine St.  |  Nocona, TX
940-825-1036

Open Mon-Sat 9-6
Follow us on Facebook

“UPSCALE”
Professional Offi ce 
Suite For Lease at 

Lake Kiowa:
6360 FM 902

Common Waiting 
and Reception
Waiting Areas.
$500/Month.

Includes All Utilities 
and Internet.  Call 
940-736-1966 For 
Complete Details.

Mention this ad to receive 1st month’s rent free.  
Newly renovated 2 and 3-bedroom brick homes 
located in quiet neighborhoods.  Homes come 
with CH/A, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, dis-
posal, and washer/dryer connections.  Owner 
pays water and maintains the yard.  Rent and se-
curity deposit are based on income for quali  ed 
applicants.  There are no application fees. Pick 
up your application today at 715 E. California 
St. or go to www.gainesvilletxhousingauthority.
com, click on the Washington Court/Walnut Lane 
information at the bottom of the page to 
print out an application.  For more infor-
mation contact Amber Sandoval, Prop-
erty Manager at (940) 665-1747. 

1ST MONTH FREE RENT

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Commercial land and building for lease. 5.6 acres, 
fenced, zoned C3. 50x80 shop with offi ce space. 2916 
US Hwy. 82, Gainesville, TX. $5500/month. Contact 
940-736-1095.
                                                                                                                                                        01/25

Commercial For Lease

Rexal HVAC/R
940-284-5196

#TACLA123809C

We Honor
Most Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
328 N. Clements 

1308 N. Clements 
409 W. Hwy 82
(Commercial) 
Shadowood
Townhomes 
Aspen Apts.
 - Sanger- 

Cleaning Service Sar-
ah Bell. Do you need a 
deep cleaning? Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly. Call 
903-271-9604.
                                                                   01/04
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Commissioners Table Reinvestment

Zone for Compadre Solar, LLC;

Bid Farewell to Klement, Starnes
(Continued from Page 1)

he said. “So, the concern 
about disposal of the so-
lar panels… should there 
be an abatement, there 
would be a reclamation 
bond that would be as-
sociated with it to make 
sure that it is disposed of 
properly.”
 “As far as the investment 
zone, the investment zone 
doesn’t give them an abate-
ment,” Starnes added. 
 If the reinvestment 

zone is created, Compa-
dre would then have to 
request a tax abatement 
from local taxing entities 
including North Central 
Texas College District, 
Gainesville Hospital Dis-
trict and Gainesville Inde-
pendent School District, 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jason Snuggs noted.
 Th e commissioners and 
Starnes agreed to table a 
decision on the reinvest-
ment zone until the new 
court convenes with cur-
rent members Snuggs, 
Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Gary Hollowell, Precinct 
3 Commissioner Adam 
Arendt, incoming Pre-
cinct 4 Commissioner 
Matt Sicking and incom-
ing County Judge John 
Roane.
 Th e commissioners 
also tabled an item call-
ing for a tax abatement 
by Th irty-Five and Lib-
erty LLC doing business 
as Tractor Bobs and the 
city of Gainesville. Th e 
Oklahoma-City based ag-
ricultural, construction 
and landscaping equip-
ment company is plan-
ning to open tractor sales 
and distribution center at 
4321 North Interstate 35 
in Gainesville.
 “Th is is a very worthy 
one that we should look at 
for an abatement,” Snuggs 

said, “But I think we 
should wait until we have 
the new court here.”
 Commissioners Court 
will discuss the possible 
abatement at an upcom-
ing meeting.
 Next, the commission-
ers voted to approve ap-
pointment of members to 
the Cooke County His-
torical Commission for 
the period beginning Jan. 
1, 2023 through Dec. 31, 
2024.
 Th e commissioners also 

approved an EMS student 
internship agreement with 
First Responder Training 
Solution. Th e agreement 
will allow EMS students 
to ride in ambulances with 
fi rst responders as part of 
their training program.
 Also approved were Cor-
rect Solutions for inmate 
phone and mail service for 
a term of fi ve years begin-
ning June 1, 2023, a con-
tract with LeaseQuery in 
the amount of $5,460 for 
annual fi nancial report to 
comply with GASB 87 and 
96 and changes to Cooke 
County travel policy.
 Th e commissioners also 
discussed water damages 
related to a November 
incident at the Cooke 
County Library. Speaking 
via phone, Cooke County 
Library Director Jennifer 
Johnson-Spence noted 
approximately 983 items 
including books, a 3D 
printer, a security cam-
era, furniture and shelv-
ing were damaged dur-
ing the fl ooding incident. 
Damages, not including 
cleaning or replacement 
of damaged carpet totaled 
more than $34,000.
 She also said she includ-
ed a spreadsheet on the 
cost of the damaged books 
and other items that must 
be replaced with board 
packets.

 County Maintenance 
Director Ricky Kerr sug-
gested all offi  cials involved 
in the library project meet 
to make sure the repairs 
and replacements are 
properly itemized.
 Th e commissioners also 
approved replat of lot 4A, 
Schultz Subdivision in 
Precinct 2 and prelimi-
nary plat for Dove Land-
ing in Precinct 3.
 No action was taken re-
garding the Main Street 
parking lot, the Kress 

building, the county radio 
communication system, 
the annex, the proposed 
weigh station, the Pros-
perity building and vari-
ous grant funds.
 After the meeting, cer-
tifi cates of appreciation 
for outgoing commis-
sioner Klement and out-
going County Judge Steve 
Starnes were read.
 Klement served on the 
commissioners court for 
14 years and did an out-
standing job, Starnes said. 
“I know those of you that 
live over in Precinct 4, the 
roads over there are really 
in good shape. He does 
a heck of a job. He’s go-
ing to be missed. What 
we would like to do this 
morning is recognize 
Leon.”
 Starnes then read Kl-
ement’s certifi cate of ap-
preciation for service to 
the county wishing him 
health and happiness in 
his future endeavors.
 Snuggs presented 
Starnes a certifi cate for his 
two years of service to the 
county.
 “One day, Steve Starnes 
was retired and the next 
day he’s the county judge,” 
Snuggs said. “we inter-
viewed a lot of good can-
didates to appoint county 
judge whenever Judge 
Brinkley [stepped down]. 

We picked a darned good 
one. It’s been a pleasure 
having Judge Starnes here. 
Learned an awful lot from 
this man.”
 In a statement released 
after court, Starnes said 
it’s been a honor to serve 
as Cooke County Judge.
 “Th e support, dedica-
tion and hard work of our 
county employees made 
my job easy,” he wrote. 
“I have had the unique 
priviledge of collaborat-
ing with the best public 
servants in the state here 
in Cooke County. I will 
forever cherish the memo-
ries and friendships I have 
made over the past two 
years.”
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved the following con-
sent agenda.
 Minutes of previous 
meeting(s) - Judge Steve 
Starnes B. 
 Departmental reports 
for EMS – November; 
Commissioner, Pct. 1 – 
November; Commission-
er, Pct. 2 – November; 
Tax Assessor-Collector – 
November.
 FY22 Budget Amend-
ments.
 FY23 Budget Amend-
ments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 Acceptance of 84 cubic 
yards of NIGP aggregate, 
precoated, Type PB, Grade 
4 from TxDOT under the 
FY23 Rider Program.
 Acceptance of insurance 
settlement in the amount 
of $828.36 for EMS 2018 
Dodge Ram ambulance 
damaged in an accident 
on November 21, 2022.
 Acceptance of auction 
proceeds from the sale of 
Pct. 2 equipment in the 
amount of$102,397.02 
and Sheriff s Offi  ce forfeit-
ed vehicles in the amount 
of $38,765.66 in Decem-
ber of 2022. Th e grand 
total sale for Pct. 2 as 
$97.277.17 and the Sher-
iff s Offi  ce was $36,827.38 
after the auctioneer’s com-
mission of 5 percent.
 Renewal of Master 
Service Agreement with 
gWorks.

LOOKING 
FORWARD, 
REACHING 

HIGHER
Step by step, that’s the way… building tomorrow 
today. We’re looking forward, and reaching higher 

communities.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

4317 N. I-35 • Gainesville
940.612.3631

Every Friday at 7:30 pm

Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Long Term Care

5 STAR RATED FACILITY
BY MEDICARE

Commissioners Recognize Departing Offi cials - The December 27 Cooke 
County Commissioners Court meeting included certifi cates of appreciation for 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Leon Klement, not pictured, and County Judge Steve 
Starnes, center. Starnes is pictured with Precinct 3 Commissioner Adam Arendt, 
left, and Precinct 2 Commissioner Jason Snuggs following Starnes’ last commis-
sioners meeting.                                          (The Weekly News Photos)  

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2020 Dodge Durango2016 Chevrolet Tahoe 2020 Hyundai Sonata

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!


